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Cricket in South Florida 
by Rizwan Mohammed, President, Florida Southeast Cricket League. 
First, on behalf of Florida Southeast Cricket League I want to commend the tournament organizers for taking the initiative to organize the inaugural “Friendship Cup” cricket championship in South Florida. It takes vision, commitment, and hard work to put together a tournament like this – kudos go out to the organizing committee for a job well done.

For the many guests attending this event I want to provide a brief glimpse into the state of cricket in South Florida. Florida Southeast Cricket League (FSCL), an organization of member clubs dedicated to the development and promotion of Cricket in the United States of America, was established in 1998 as a non-profit organization in the State of Florida. Currently FSCL has 15 member clubs and over 300 registered players taking part in Cricket tournaments and competitions locally, regionally, and nationally. This umbrella organization comprised of teams from tri-county areas (Miami-Dade, Broward, and West Palm Beach) was formed to organize the sport of cricket played in South Florida.

FSCL is a member of the United States of America Cricket Association (USACA), the governing body for the sport of Cricket in the United States, which is in turn a member of the International Cricket Council (ICC), the body that governs the sport internationally. Currently USACA has over 40 Leagues and over 600 clubs representing approximately 10,000 cricketers nationwide.

On any given Sunday at least 6 to 7 competitive cricket games are played in parks across South Florida. FSCL cricket matches are played year round at Brian Piccolo Park in Cooper City, Miramar Regional Park in Miramar, Tradewinds Park and Lyons Creek Middle School in Coconut Creek, Hester Community Park in Boynton Beach, and Central Broward Regional Park in Sunrise. We have players from Bangladesh, England, Guyana, India, Jamaica, Pakistan, South Africa, Trinidad, and various Caribbean islands playing in our league. 
We have such interesting clubs from India as Tamarac Toofan, Lake Worth Lagaan, and Davie South Indians who participate in our league. FSCL has four cricket tournaments – 40 Overs, Premier, T-20, and 30 Overs championships. In 2008 we introduced the T-20 tournament for the first time in our league with colored clothing and white balls. I encourage all guests attending today to visit our website at www.fsclcricket.org, pick a match from our schedule, and come out to support cricket. You will enjoy beautiful south Florida parks while watching competitive cricket right here in South Florida.
Finally, I want to wish the organizers, sponsors, participants, and guests’ good luck for the tournament - May the best team win the inaugural Friendship Cup championship!
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